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Abstract:

With the transfer of the capital from Qazvin to Isfahan by Shah Abbas I, Europeans entered Iran, particularly Isfahan, and as a result, artists
came under the influence of European painting. Iranian painting, which was imaginative and lacked perspective as well as chiaroscuro, no
longer satisfied the tastes of Safavid artists and kings; this was because the kings wanted their portraits to be realistic and close to nature, like
European works. Therefore, during the reign of Shah Abbas II, two artists named Mohammad Zaman and Ali-Qoli Beg Jabbadar depicted
their paintings in the European manner while preserving Iranian traditions. Consequently, a style known as Farangi-Sazi emerged in Iran.
Mohammad Zaman and Ali-Qoli Beg Jabbadar remained active until the end of the eleventh century AH. The present study examines the
factors influencing the formation of the Farangi-Sazi method in the paintings of these two artists, their stylistic characteristics, and the
similarities and differences in the figural works of Mohammad Zaman and Ali-Qoli Beg Jabbadar. In view of this objective, the following
two questions are raised: a) What are the factors influencing the formation of the Farangi-Sazi method in the works of these two artists,
Mohammad Zaman and Ali-Qoli Beg Jabbadar? b) What are the similarities and differences in the figural works of Mohammad Zaman and
Ali-Qoli Beg Jabbadar? These questions are answered through a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative study, while the required
data were collected through library research and observation of the works. The results of this study show that factors such as the arrival of
Europeans in Iran, relations between India and Iran, the Armenians living in Julfa, and the interest of Safavid kings, particularly Shah Abbas
11, in painting caused the Isfahan School to be influenced by European and Indian paintings. However, the works of artists such as Mohammad
Zaman and Ali-Qoli Jabbadar preserved their Iranian identity and created a combination of Eastern and Western art in the eleventh century
AH; as a result, they developed a distinctive hybrid style of their own.
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Extended Abstract

The transformation of Persian painting during the Safavid period, particularly within the Isfahan School, represents one of
the most significant moments in the visual history of Iran, because it marks the encounter between inherited Persian pictorial
conventions and new modes of representation introduced through European, Armenian, Ottoman, and Indo-Persian channels.
With the relocation of the Safavid capital from Qazvin to Isfahan under Shah Abbas I, the city became a major political,
commercial, and cultural center where merchants, diplomats, missionaries, artists, and travelers from different regions entered
into continuous interaction with Iranian society. This growing contact gradually altered the aesthetic expectations of the Safavid
court, elite patrons, artists, and even wealthy urban audiences. Traditional Persian miniature painting, with its imaginative
spatial structure, flat coloration, symbolic landscape, and limited concern for perspectival depth or chiaroscuro, was
increasingly confronted by European naturalism, portrait likeness, illusionistic space, and volumetric modeling. In this context,
Farangi-Sazi emerged as a hybrid pictorial mode that did not merely imitate European painting, but reworked selected
European elements within an Iranian visual framework. The present study examines Farangi-Sazi in the thematic figural works
of Mohammad Zaman and Ali Qoli Beg Jabbadar, two major painters of the Isfahan School who were especially active in
absorbing, transforming, and localizing foreign pictorial elements. The study is grounded in the assumption that the works of
these two artists cannot be understood only as passive reflections of European influence; rather, they should be read as
deliberate visual negotiations between Safavid artistic tradition, courtly taste, Indo-Persian models, Armenian mediation, and
European pictorial techniques (1, 4-6).

The central problem addressed in this study concerns the factors that shaped the formation of the Farangi-Sazi manner in
the works of Mohammad Zaman and Ali Qoli Beg Jabbadar, as well as the similarities and differences between their thematic
figural compositions. The research proceeds from the historical observation that the Isfahan School developed over a longer
temporal span than earlier Safavid painting centers such as Tabriz and Qazvin, and therefore possessed greater opportunity to
move beyond established conventions and generate new artistic systems. Within this period, the reigns of Shah Safi I, Shah
Abbas I1, Shah Suleiman, and Sultan Husayn witnessed varying degrees of artistic patronage, decline, experimentation, and
transformation, with Shah Abbas Il occupying a particularly important role because of his enthusiasm for European painting
and his support for artists who engaged with foreign techniques. At the same time, Reza Abbasi’s legacy remained decisive:
his emphasis on line, single-page compositions, individual figures, and refined drawing helped detach painting from manuscript
illustration and prepared the ground for later experimentation. However, the visual world after Reza Abbasi increasingly
demanded new solutions, particularly in relation to likeness, depth, volume, costume, bodily presence, and naturalistic
environment. This study therefore situates Mohammad Zaman and Ali Qoli Beg Jabbadar within a transitional artistic field in
which the Persian miniature tradition did not disappear, but entered into a complex relationship with European naturalism,
Mughal figural practice, Armenian Christian visual culture, and Safavid courtly representation (1-3, 13).

Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach. The data were collected through
library research and the visual observation of selected works attributed to Mohammad Zaman and Ali Qoli Beg Jabbadar. The
analysis focuses on thematic figural paintings, especially those in which the human body, facial type, costume, spatial
organization, landscape, gesture, and modeling of volume reveal the artists’ engagement with Farangi-Sazi. This approach is
appropriate because the research aims not merely to record historical information, but to identify pictorial components and

compare stylistic procedures across works. The comparative analysis pays attention to formal features such as three-quarter
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facial representation, skin tone, bodily proportion, posture, the use of warm and cool colors, treatment of textiles, rendering of
folds, presence of shadows, degree of anatomical naturalism, visual depth, landscape background, and the relation between
figure and environment. In addition, it considers broader contextual factors, including the arrival of European paintings and
prints in Iran, the presence of European painters at the Safavid court, relations between Iran and Mughal India, Ottoman
mediation, Armenian artistic activity in New Julfa, and the cultural policies of Safavid rulers. Such a method enables the study
to clarify how the two painters participated in a shared artistic movement while maintaining distinct pictorial identities. The
research framework is therefore both historical and stylistic: it explains the conditions that made Farangi-Sazi possible and
then analyzes how those conditions became visible in the works of the two painters (1, 5, 8, 14).

The findings show that the formation of Farangi-Sazi in the Isfahan School was shaped by multiple interconnected factors.
First, the arrival of European travelers, ambassadors, merchants, missionaries, and artists in Safavid Iran created new channels
for the circulation of images, techniques, and aesthetic expectations. European paintings, engravings, printed images, oil
paintings, and portrait conventions entered Safavid visual culture and attracted the attention of rulers and artists. Second, the
Safavid court’s interest in naturalistic representation, especially the desire for portraits resembling actual persons, encouraged
painters to move beyond the symbolic and decorative conventions of earlier manuscript painting. Third, the relationship
between Iran and Mughal India played a major role, because Mughal painting had already absorbed European elements through
Portuguese, Dutch, French, and English commercial and missionary networks, and Indo-Persian painting offered Iranian artists
a mediated model of naturalism, portraiture, and figural realism. Fourth, New Julfa became an important Armenian artistic and
commercial center through which European pictorial models, Christian iconography, and wall-painting practices entered the
visual environment of Isfahan. Armenian painters such as Minas contributed to the local adaptation of European techniques
while preserving their own aesthetic identity. Fifth, the internal development of Persian painting itself, especially the rise of
single-page painting and the decline of manuscript illustration as the dominant form, enabled artists to experiment with new
compositions and independent figural works. Taken together, these factors demonstrate that Farangi-Sazi was not a marginal
or accidental phenomenon, but a historically grounded response to the changing artistic, political, commercial, and cultural
conditions of Safavid Iran (1, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10).

The comparative analysis of Mohammad Zaman and Ali Qoli Beg Jabbadar indicates that both artists participated in the
Farangi-Sazi movement, yet each developed a distinct visual language. Mohammad Zaman’s works reveal a strong interest in
European pictorial elements such as chiaroscuro, volumetric bodies, modeled faces, naturalistic landscapes, spatial recession,
and narrative compositions derived from Christian and European sources. His figures often display large, heavy, and rounded
eyes, delicate color harmonies, careful modeling, and expressive bodily conditions. Even when he relied on European
prototypes, his figures retained an Eastern and Iranian sensibility in gesture, emotional tone, and pictorial arrangement. The
repeated appearance of broken trees in some of his paintings has also been interpreted as a kind of hidden pictorial signature
that helps identify his works. In contrast, Ali Qoli Beg Jabbadar’s paintings reveal a stronger and more varied synthesis of
European, Iranian, and Mughal elements. His works show careful attention to costume, courtly setting, ceremonial arrangement,
hunting scenes, figural elongation, narrow waists, warm colors, and detailed textile rendering. He also copied or adapted
Mughal models, especially works associated with Govardhan, and his paintings frequently display a more Indo-Persian visual
character than those of Mohammad Zaman. In the comparison of their representations of Majnun, both painters depict the
figure as thin, ascetic, and vulnerable, yet Mohammad Zaman emphasizes greater anatomical fragility, stronger shadowing,
cooler colors, and more intense bodily expression, whereas Ali Qoli presents a darker, warmer, more Indianized and ascetic

figure. Similarly, in female figural works, Mohammad Zaman’s women appear more Iranian in facial type, clothing, henna,
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and bodily presentation, while Ali Qoli’s female figures may appear more explicitly European in hairstyle, complexion,
costume simplicity, ornaments, and pose. These differences show that Mohammad Zaman tended to internalize European
elements into a Persian pictorial idiom, whereas Ali Qoli more visibly juxtaposed and blended European, Iranian, and Indian
elements (1, 3, 6, 9, 11, 15).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that Farangi-Sazi in the thematic figural works of Mohammad Zaman and Ali Qoli
Beg Jabbadar should be understood as a dynamic, hybrid, and historically meaningful artistic phenomenon rather than a simple
imitation of European painting. Both artists worked at a moment when Safavid visual culture was negotiating new ideas of
likeness, realism, spatial depth, bodily presence, and pictorial narration. Their works show that Persian painting did not merely
surrender to foreign influence; instead, it selected, transformed, and localized external elements according to its own aesthetic
logic. Mohammad Zaman’s achievement lies in his ability to integrate European naturalism into a refined and distinctly Iranian
pictorial language, while Ali Qoli Beg Jabbadar’s importance lies in his rich synthesis of courtly Safavid, Mughal, and European
visual elements. Their similarities reveal the shared transformation of the Isfahan School, especially in the use of shadow,
figural presence, realism, and thematic independence; their differences reveal the diversity of artistic responses within the same
cultural environment. Ultimately, the comparison of these two painters shows that the Isfahan School was not a declining stage
of Persian painting, but a complex arena of experimentation in which Iranian artists redefined tradition through encounter,

adaptation, and creative synthesis.
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