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Abstract:

The manifestation of painters’ ideas through one or a collection of artworks on a global scale—and the pursuit of universal recognition and access to
international art platforms—is not only one of the primary concerns of emerging local artists, but also a significant area of interest for many art critics and
theorists. These stakeholders aim to analyze the reasons and mechanisms behind the emergence of globally recognized art and artists. Achieving this prestigious

position and securing a lasting legacy in the history of world art requires adequate awareness and understanding of global art as both universal art and
international art. This article seeks to answer the question: What indicators have contributed to the emergence and decline of the globalization of art and visual
artists? To address this, multiple indicators were identified and defined based on prior research in the field of global art. Given the significance of the findings—
over seventy indicators were extracted—the study focused on the influential factors contributing to the globalization of visual art and artists. A genealogical
analysis of the indicators influencing global art revealed the intellectual contexts in which these indicators emerged and the consequences they have had for
the field of art. By distinguishing key indicators such as cultural identity, attention to the content of the artwork, aesthetic value, communication strategies,
worldview and ideology of the artist, the curators’ role in accurately positioning artworks, and the role of critics in organizing international exhibitions, it
becomes possible to evaluate the dimensions of this phenomenon in the contemporary era and understand the conditions enabling or restricting its globalization.
The findings of the present study emphasize that the globalization of Iranian painters does not necessarily depend on abandoning cultural identity or conforming
to international art norms such as creating purely formalist works. Rather, it is possible to create globally-oriented paintings by focusing on the extracted

indicators—such as cultural identity, content-oriented creation, communication strategies, and more.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The globalization of visual arts and the international recognition of painters has become a central concern among emerging
artists, art theorists, and cultural policymakers. In recent decades, artistic globalization has evolved from a purely aesthetic
concept into a multidisciplinary phenomenon rooted in sociocultural, economic, and philosophical contexts (8). The emergence
of global art depends not only on the intrinsic value of artworks but also on how these values are communicated, perceived,

and situated within a global framework of meaning. Earlier studies have noted the transformation of art from traditional forms
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of national identity into hybrid, border-transcending forms, shaped by interactions among artists, curators, markets, and
audiences (4, 5).

Research in the sociology of art points to the systemic interaction between artists and various institutional actors, including
curators, critics, galleries, and collectors, as fundamental in shaping the visibility and valuation of art across borders (1). For
instance, Alexander (2021) emphasized the complex pathways through which independent artists navigate global networks of
validation and recognition (23). Similarly, Greenblatt (2018) highlighted the cultural shifts that inform the reception and value
of artworks in different historical contexts, underlining the philosophical transition from localized aesthetic production to a
broader engagement with universal human experiences (12).

Moreover, studies have acknowledged that cultural identity, artistic ideology, and media strategies are crucial for a painter's
success in the global art scene (9-11). This aligns with the concept of universality as a dimension of globalization in which the
art world becomes an open, dynamic field of shared meanings rather than a fixed Western-dominated canon (7).

Methods and Materials

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical design using a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative content analysis
and the Delphi method. Initially, a comprehensive literature review was conducted to extract primary indicators influencing
the globalization of painters and their artworks. Forty-seven initial indicators were identified and categorized into two groups:
internal (related to the artwork itself) and external (related to contextual or institutional factors). These indicators were further
refined through three rounds of expert evaluation using the Delphi method. A snowball sampling technique was employed to
recruit 25 experts in contemporary visual art from across the country. In each round, participants rated the importance of the
indicators using a Likert scale, and adjustments were made based on consensus levels, defined by Kendall’s W coefficient and
a threshold of <0.10 for mean score deviation across rounds.

Findings

In the first round of the Delphi method, 48 indicators were rated by the panel. The most highly rated indicators included
"focus on artwork content™ (M = 4.00), "cultural identity" (M = 3.94), and "status of painting in global art" (M = 3.88).
Indicators such as "climatic conditions” (M = 3.10) and "virtual presentation" (M = 3.15) were rated the lowest.

In the second round, two new indicators were added: "familiarity with prominent global artists" and "presence in major
international exhibitions." The highest-rated indicators shifted to “presence in global exhibitions” (M = 4.19) and “focus on
content” (M = 4.08), followed closely by “visual identity” and “global perception of painting.” Meanwhile, "compliance with
global art laws™ and "collective unconscious" scored low and were excluded.

In the third and final round, 21 indicators were evaluated. Indicators achieving the highest consensus included “presence in
major exhibitions” (M = 4.12), “focus on content” (M = 4.08), “depth of painting message” (M = 4.00), and “global art
audiences” (M = 4.00). All final indicators achieved a mean score above 3.48 and met the <0.10 deviation criterion, indicating
expert consensus on their significance in the globalization process of visual art.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study's findings offer a multidimensional framework for understanding the globalization of painting and visual artists.
The presence of artists in international art spaces and exhibitions emerged as the most influential factor. This suggests that
physical and symbolic inclusion in global institutions plays a crucial role in elevating the visibility and legitimacy of artists.
Furthermore, indicators such as “focus on artwork content,” “depth of message,” and “visual identity” affirm the enduring

importance of the artwork’s narrative, aesthetic coherence, and cultural rootedness in achieving global resonance.
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Equally significant are external factors, including the role of critics, curators, international art markets, and digital media.
The art world's infrastructure appears essential in establishing a networked system that supports the recognition of artists
beyond local boundaries. This reflects Bourdieu’s theory of the art field as a structured space of positions and relations, where
symbolic capital is constantly negotiated.

One of the study's key insights is that achieving global artistic status does not require the abandonment of cultural identity
or conformity to Western formalism. Rather, strategic engagement with global audiences through meaningful, content-rich
work that reflects unique cultural narratives can lead to universal recognition. This aligns with the argument that cultural
diversity and local context are assets rather than obstacles in the age of global art discourse.

The implications of this research extend to artists, cultural policymakers, and art institutions. For artists, the findings stress
the importance of combining content innovation with proactive global engagement. For policymakers and educators, fostering
platforms that enhance international mobility and professional development of local artists is crucial. Finally, for curators and
critics, the study reinforces their role as mediators of value in a globally interconnected art ecosystem.

In summary, the globalization of painters is a multifaceted process shaped by the synthesis of internal artistic qualities and
external systemic dynamics. This research contributes to the theoretical and practical understanding of how visual artists
navigate global pathways and offers a structured set of indicators to inform future strategies in art policy, education, and
international collaboration.
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