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Abstract:

This study, aiming to conduct a semiotic analysis of silence in contemporary Iranian women’s fashion design, seeks to examine silence at
the level of visual signs through Peirce’s triadic framework of icon, index, and symbol. The theoretical section of the research, drawing on
case-based approaches (such as those of Shirin Gild, Araz Fazaili, and Mehrnoush Shah Hosseini) and philosophical perspectives (including
the views of Wittgenstein, Derrida, and Barthes), conceptualizes silence and subsequently redefines it within the Peircean semiotic system.
The research method is qualitative, employing a visual semiotic analysis approach. The study sample comprises a collection of conceptual
and contemporary clothing designs by Iranian designers from the 2010s, which are evaluated in terms of form, color, texture, and spatial
structure. Data were collected and interpreted through a combination of visual observation, comparative analysis, and decoding of visual
constructs. In the applied analysis section, the works of three prominent contemporary Iranian designers—Shirin Gild, Araz Fazaili, and
Mehrnoush Shah Hosseini—were examined semiotically. The findings indicate that these designers, through the use of simple forms, neutral
colors, and the elimination of superfluous ornamentation, employ the visual language of silence as a cultural, aesthetic, and even political
strategy. In Shirin Gild’s works, minimalism—drawing inspiration from traditional Iranian attire and removing seductive signs—transforms
into a language of silence, dignity, and critical engagement. Fazaili’s designs, by reinterpreting rural elements and removing visual
extravagance, present silence as cultural resistance and a reflection of feminine identity. Likewise, Mehrnoush Shah Hosseini’s works, by
integrating the language of traditional architecture with fashion design, recreate silence not only through elimination but also through
geometry, material, and space. This analysis provides a more nuanced understanding of the role of clothing in representing Iranian women’s

identity, the social meaning-making systems, and the relationship between design, the body, and culture.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Fashion design, beyond its functional purpose of covering the body, serves as a critical medium for representing cultural
and psychological identities. Clothing acts as a visual language, reflecting values, beliefs, and social positions, particularly in
contexts where cultural and religious frameworks exert strong influence. In Iran, women’s fashion design has historically
intertwined with cultural and religious contexts, functioning as both a medium of identity expression and a subtle form of
cultural resistance. Psychologically, attire communicates mental states, self-image, and emotions (1). Within Iranian society,
women’s fashion often evolves as a silent form of self-expression in response to social constraints. Visual elements such as
color, form, and pattern serve as semiotic carriers of cultural transformations (2), and many lranian designers combine
traditional forms with modern aesthetics to depict female identity. The concept of silence in fashion is not a void, but a
deliberate and meaningful act of creating space for contemplation and transmitting cultural or psychological messages.
Minimalist forms, neutral colors, and the absence of ornamental excess form a “visual language of silence” that embodies
resistance, identity, and subtle protest (3). Semiotic perspectives view silence as a fertile space for multiple interpretations (4),
while minimalist fashion eliminates prominent signs not only for aesthetic purposes but also as cultural statements (5). In the
Iranian cultural context, this silence engages with norms of modesty and functions as a strategy for redefining women’s
identities (6). Drawing on Peirce’s triadic semiotic model—icon, index, and symbol—this study investigates how silence
manifests visually in Iranian women’s fashion, decoding its multiple layers of meaning (10-13).

Methods and Materials

The research employed a qualitative design using visual semiotic analysis based on Peirce’s triadic model. Purposeful
sampling targeted contemporary conceptual clothing by Iranian designers from the 2010s that visually emphasized elements
associated with silence. Data sources included fashion catalogues, exhibition archives, online portfolios, and designer
interviews. The analytical process involved three stages: (1) identifying visual signs in clothing—form, color, texture,
elimination of details, and coverage; (2) categorizing each sign as icon, index, or symbol; and (3) interpreting these signs within
Iran’s cultural and gendered contexts. Open and comparative coding techniques were applied to extract themes. Validity was
enhanced through re-examination of samples, theoretical triangulation, and cross-checking interpretations.

Findings

The analysis revealed that silence in Iranian women’s fashion operates as a rich semiotic code rather than a mere absence
of expression. Across the sample, designers consistently employed minimalist forms, neutral or dark colors, and the deliberate
removal of visual noise—ornamentation, bright colors, and revealing cuts. Iconically, silence was represented through
symmetrical geometric forms, clean lines, and muted colors evoking calmness and introspection. As indexes, the absence of
decorative or sensual elements signaled intentional restraint, resistance to visual commodification of the female body, and
alignment with cultural modesty. Symbolically, designs referenced culturally embedded garments such as the abaya or chador,
encoding meanings of dignity, propriety, and quiet cultural protest. Shirin Gild’s work exemplified minimalism rooted in

Iranian heritage, translating traditional garments into modern, box-structured silhouettes made from natural, matte fabrics. Araz




1P F S

. & ¢ > gw 0999
U//L’/’U//W”/d"d{ S,u,m

Fazaili’s designs reinterpreted rural aesthetics, transforming them into visual statements of cultural resistance. Mehrnoush Shah
Hosseini integrated architectural language into fashion, using geometry, material, and spatial relationships to manifest silence
beyond mere omission. Across cases, neutral tones like beige, grey, and white, as well as deep hues such as black and navy,
reinforced the semiotic weight of silence. Material choices—matte, soft, non-reflective fabrics—contributed to tactile and
visual quietness, while the absence of bright or glossy surfaces removed conventional “fashion noise.” These choices
collectively redefined clothing as a space of reflection and subtle identity negotiation.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings position silence in Iranian women’s fashion as a deliberate aesthetic and cultural strategy rather than a passive
absence of design elements. Drawing on Peircean semiotics, the study shows how silence operates simultaneously on three
semiotic levels: as icons that visually resemble calm and inwardness; as indexes pointing to acts of omission as cultural or
psychological statements; and as symbols embedded in socio-cultural codes of modesty, dignity, and quiet resistance. This
layered semiotic presence challenges the assumption that minimalism is purely aesthetic, revealing its role in identity
construction and socio-political commentary. In contexts where female appearance is heavily regulated, silence becomes a
visual discourse, allowing designers to navigate constraints while asserting agency. By stripping away visual excess, these
designs invite contemplation, resist spectacle, and create a protected space for meaning-making. The interplay of form, color,
and texture in these works reflects both an adherence to and a redefinition of cultural norms, turning clothing into a silent yet
potent medium of dialogue. This study extends semiotic theory by demonstrating how Peirce’s triadic model can decode
culturally embedded forms of visual resistance and suggests that the language of silence in fashion has broader implications

for understanding identity, power, and communication in design practices.
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