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Abstract:

In recent years, studies related to fashion and clothing in Iran have gone beyond the functional aspect of covering and have increasingly been
considered as a domain for representing cultural and social identity. One of the key concepts that has emerged in contemporary design is
“silence”; silence not as absence or void, but as a visual language. In the works of Iranian artists such as Shirin Gild, Araz Fazaili, and
Mehrnoush Shah-Hosseini, silence is expressed through the choice of simple forms, neutral color palettes, and the elimination of
exaggeration, serving as a tool for conveying dignity, introversion, and a connection to cultural traditions. This article, with a focus on
Peirce’s semiotics, seeks to analyze the semantic dimensions of silence in the works of these artists and to demonstrate how fashion design
can become a semiotic text reflecting cultural and aesthetic concepts. The research method is qualitative and descriptive—analytical, and data
were collected through the study of library sources, visual documents, and the analysis of selected fashion design samples. The theoretical
framework is based on Peirce’s triadic semiotics—icon (similarity), index (causal relation and contiguity), and symbol (conventional
meaning). The selected works of three contemporary Iranian designers were examined using this semiotic model to reveal how silence
transforms into a visual language through form, color, texture, and the omission of decorations. The findings show that silence in
contemporary Iranian women’s fashion design constitutes an “active presence” that creates meaning through three pathways: iconic,
indexical, and symbolic. The visual resemblance of minimal forms to calmness and introversion (iconic), the deliberate elimination of
ostentatious elements as a sign of cultural resistance (indexical), and the cultural encoding of colors and materials within the context of
Iranian tradition (symbolic) are the three dimensions that, in interaction, form the language of silence. Ultimately, this article demonstrates
that silence is not only an aesthetic strategy but also a tool for dialogue between tradition and modernity, and even for the globalization of
Iranian fashion.
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Extended Abstract

The contemporary study of fashion in Iran increasingly reflects an academic shift from purely functional concerns of clothing
toward the recognition of dress as a symbolic medium of cultural and social identity. Within this domain, the concept of silence
has emerged as an important semiotic category, not in the sense of absence or emptiness, but rather as a visual language that
encodes layers of cultural, psychological, and aesthetic meaning. Scholars note that silence, when treated semiotically, becomes
a constructive presence that reshapes perception and communication (1). In the Iranian context, women’s dress functions as a
site where silence can embody dignity, modesty, and cultural continuity, and designers employ minimal forms, muted palettes,
and the deliberate elimination of ornamental detail to articulate such meanings (2). The theoretical basis of this interpretive
lens is Charles Sanders Peirce’s triadic semiotics, where silence can be examined iconically, indexically, and symbolically (3,
4). The iconic dimension is observed in the visual resemblance of calm and minimal design to silence itself, the indexical in
the deliberate removal of excess as a sign of cultural resistance, and the symbolic in the cultural coding of modest forms and

colors. This multi-layered interpretive potential justifies why silence has been approached as an “active presence” in design,
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capable of producing meaning rather than representing void. As a research contribution, this study develops a semiotic
framework for analyzing Iranian women’s fashion by situating silence within global minimalist currents, yet rooted in Iranian
cultural semiotics (5, 6).

Defining silence within language and culture provides the first theoretical foundation for this inquiry. Silence is
multidimensional, manifesting as respect, resistance, contemplation, or modesty, depending on context. In Iranian cultural
history, especially concerning women, silence carries values of dignity and self-restraint, which are deeply embedded in the
communicative codes of society (11). Comparative cultural studies reveal that while East Asian traditions frame silence as
ethical or communicative virtue, Western interpretations often associate it with communicative failure or absence (2).
Philosophers such as Wittgenstein elevated silence as recognition of the limits of language, a necessary boundary to sense-
making (12), while Derrida considered silence an inevitable structural remainder of text that generates meaning (13). In the
arts, John Cage transformed silence into an integral part of musical rhythm (14), while in visual fields silence is evoked through
empty space, muted tones, and minimal detail (15). In Iranian dress, these strategies converge: neutral fabrics, simplified
silhouettes, and the absence of excessive embellishment. Thus silence must be understood as an active aesthetic and cultural
presence rather than an absence, as a language that translates values of modesty and cultural resilience into visual form (17).

To capture this complexity, the framework of Peirce offers analytical precision. Unlike Saussure, who defined the sign as a
binary relation of signifier and signified, Peirce developed a triadic model of icon, index, and symbol, emphasizing
interpretation as a continuous process (8). An icon communicates through resemblance, an index through causal or contextual
linkage, and a symbol through cultural convention (18). For fashion, this means that a minimalist cut may iconically resemble
quiet restraint, the absence of ornament functions indexically as resistance to ostentation, and the cultural meanings attached
to colors such as black or white act symbolically. This triadic system is crucial for understanding how silence emerges as a
structured language in clothing. Minimalist fashion design in Iran thus does not only pursue aesthetic reduction but
simultaneously communicates resistance to global consumerist spectacle (9) and encodes local cultural signifiers of dignity,
modesty, and tradition (10). In this sense, silence bridges global aesthetics and Iranian cultural identity, allowing dress to
function as a cross-cultural semiotic text.

Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative, descriptive—analytical approach suited for exploring multilayered
symbolic structures (19). Data collection included library research, visual documentation, and purposive sampling of design
works where semiotic traces of silence are evident (20). The three focal designers—Shirin Gild, Araz Fazaili, and Mehrnoush
Shah-Hosseini—were selected for the prevalence of silence-oriented strategies in their fashion works. Shirin Gild employs
neutral palettes, natural textiles, and box-like forms to present silence as structural modesty. Araz Fazaili integrates traditional
Iranian clothing codes with minimalism, reframing silence as cultural resistance. Mehrnoush Shah-Hosseini draws upon
architectural geometries, translating silence into spatial and contemplative visual experiences. Each was analyzed through the
triadic lens of Peirce to identify iconic resemblances, indexical absences, and symbolic conventions. This multi-scalar approach
situates the designers within both Iranian cultural frameworks and the global minimalist discourse, while recognizing silence
as a consciously deployed design strategy rather than incidental simplicity.

The findings reveal that silence operates differently but convergently across the three designers. Gild emphasizes structural
quietude through geometric restraint and neutral tones, yielding an iconic representation of calm and an indexical rejection of
spectacle. Fazaili builds on cultural codes of traditional garments, where silence is indexical of resistance against consumerist

extravagance, and symbolic of continuity with Iranian heritage. Shah-Hosseini synthesizes architecture and dress, where silence
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emerges both iconically in the spatial containment of the body and symbolically in references to religious and cultural gravitas.
Across these case studies, silence is consistently articulated as an active semiotic language, generating meaning by what is
removed as much as by what is presented. This strategic absence becomes itself a presence, an argument about identity, dignity,
and cultural persistence. Tables within the analysis demonstrate how each design element—from form and structure to material
and color—aligns with Peirce’s categories to encode silence as a layered semiotic system. In this way, Iranian women’s fashion
becomes not only a field of aesthetic practice but also a text of cultural negotiation, balancing modernity and tradition, local
heritage and global currents.

In conclusion, the extended semiotic analysis demonstrates that silence in Iranian women’s fashion design is neither a void
nor an absence but a culturally charged presence that communicates through iconic resemblance, indexical absence, and
symbolic convention. Through the works of Shirin Gild, Araz Fazaili, and Mehrnoush Shah-Hosseini, silence emerges as a
deliberate design strategy that bridges aesthetics and identity, tradition and modernity, local resistance and global minimalism.
The study advances semiotic theory in fashion by showing how Peirce’s triadic framework can illuminate the multilayered
meanings of clothing, and contributes to cultural studies by framing silence as an active medium of communication in Iranian
visual culture. The implications of this research extend to both design practice and cultural discourse, suggesting that silence

is not only an aesthetic device but also a means of socio-cultural articulation and global dialogue.
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