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Abstract:

The ideas and theories of Ibn Miskawayh play a significant role in the theoretical foundations of Islamic culture and civilization. A substantial
part of his intellectual and theoretical foundations can be identified in the historical trajectory of Ta'ziyeh through textual analysis of the
concepts and components he has discussed in this regard. Historical analysis of Ta'ziyeh can uncover important aspects of Ibn Miskawayh's
thought, which are hidden beneath the apparent and explicit meanings of key concepts and terms. Findings indicate that during the Muharram
ceremonies, individuals exit their daily individualistic lives and reconnect with the social world and collective conscience (Zarchini, 2016).
For this reason, the social cohesion and moral authority intertwined with these rituals are strengthened and reproduced. Participation in the
mourning rituals of Muharram fosters a sense of belonging to a collective identity and social distinction, connecting individuals to the
collective conscience by setting aside their individualism. This is particularly evident during the first ten days of Muharram, when the freedom
and free thinking inspired by the epic of Ashura are showcased throughout Islamic Iran.
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Extended Abstract

The study of the intellectual contributions of Ibn Miskawayh reveals the profound influence of his philosophical and ethical
perspectives on Islamic culture, particularly in the context of Islamic ritual practices. One of the most significant areas where
his ethical teachings find relevance is within the historical development of Ta'ziyeh, the Iranian Shiite mourning theater.
Through a textual analysis of 1bn Miskawayh's moral philosophy, it becomes evident that the theoretical foundations of his
ethical constructs, such as wisdom, courage, temperance, and justice, resonate deeply within the emotional and social fabric of
Ta'ziyeh. This ritual performance, originally rooted in pre-Islamic traditions, evolved as a vehicle for moral expression and
community identity, encapsulating the essence of the Ashura tragedy, which is pivotal in shaping collective and individual
moral values. As (31) notes, the communal experiences and the temporary suspension of individualism during the Muharram
mourning period enable participants to reconnect with their social and collective consciousness, reinforcing the social and

ethical fabric of the community.
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Ibn Miskawayh’s ethical writings, particularly in his seminal work "Tahdhib al-Akhlag," suggest that moral virtues are
attainable through education and habituation, which align with his broader philosophical principles of personal and social
ethics. He presents a view of ethics that emphasizes the development of virtuous characteristics not merely as abstract ideas
but as practices essential for achieving a just and harmonious society. In this regard, Ta'ziyeh serves as a practical manifestation
of these ethical ideals, acting as a ritual that cultivates collective empathy, moral fortitude, and a sense of justice. Through
dramatic reenactments of the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, Ta'ziyeh helps the audience reflect on key virtues such as sacrifice,
courage, and righteousness, all while reinforcing the emotional and spiritual lessons of Islam's early history. This combination
of ritual, emotion, and philosophical reflection makes Ta'ziyeh a powerful medium for the transmission of moral values,
facilitating both personal reflection and collective moral formation (34).

As a form of participatory theater, Ta'ziyeh transcends its immediate religious significance, engaging deeply with the societal
structure by fostering social cohesion and reinforcing collective identity. The ritualistic nature of the performance invites the
audience into a shared emotional experience, which is central to its moral and social impact. By portraying the tragic events of
Ashura, it allows individuals to momentarily set aside their individual concerns and immerse themselves in a collective moral
experience. This collective experience is not only about mourning but also about celebrating the moral resilience of the
characters involved, which is symbolized by the unyielding stance of Imam Hussein and his followers against injustice. The
emotional depth and moral clarity presented in these reenactments create a space for viewers to confront their own ethical
dilemmas and reaffirm their commitment to values such as justice, equality, and selflessness (31).

The intricate connection between Ibn Miskawayh’s moral philosophy and the historical development of Ta'ziyeh can be
observed in how the rituals of mourning align with his vision of ethical education. Ibn Miskawayh’s emphasis on the social
dimension of ethics highlights the role of communal practices in shaping individual moral development. In Ta'ziyeh, the
collective nature of the performance fosters a shared ethical consciousness, where the actions of individual performers and the
audience are framed within a larger moral narrative. This communal aspect is integral to the practice of Ta'ziyeh, as it not only
seeks to educate the participants about ethical virtues but also reinforces the collective responsibility of the community in
upholding these values. The public nature of Ta'ziyeh and the communal participation in its rituals serve as a form of
socialization, where individuals are continually reminded of their duties to one another and to society at large (1).

Moreover, Ta'ziyeh’s role in ethical education is not confined to the religious realm but extends to shaping broader cultural
and social practices. By intertwining religious narratives with local customs and traditions, Ta'ziyeh becomes a reflection of
the larger cultural ethos. This integration of moral teachings into the fabric of daily life enables the rituals to transcend religious
boundaries, offering a universal framework for understanding justice, sacrifice, and moral integrity. The significance of this
lies in how such performances encourage active reflection and personal growth, thus fostering a culture of moral awareness
and ethical discourse within the community. As a result, Ta'ziyeh not only preserves the memory of historical events but also
serves as a moral laboratory where the community can continuously engage with its ethical heritage, ensuring that these values
remain relevant and influential in contemporary society (3).

In conclusion, the ethical foundations laid out by lbn Miskawayh in his philosophical works provide a deep and lasting
influence on the rituals and cultural practices surrounding Ta'ziyeh. This study underscores the importance of Ta'ziyeh not just
as a form of mourning but as a medium for the cultivation of moral virtues, where the collective memory of Ashura becomes
an enduring symbol of resistance against tyranny, injustice, and oppression. The evolution of Ta'ziyeh from a ritualistic
performance to a vibrant expression of collective ethical consciousness highlights the significance of such practices in

reinforcing societal values. By examining the interplay between Ibn Miskawayh’s ethical philosophy and the historical
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trajectory of Ta'ziyeh, it becomes clear that this form of ritual theater serves not only as a commemoration of past events but

also as a powerful tool for the moral and social formation of contemporary Islamic societies.
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